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from Text-Book of Zoology: For Schools and Colleges On the
other hand, the objects which belong to the animal and
vegetable kingdoms differ from those which are comprised in
the mineral kingdom in the following points: a. They are
composed of few chemical elements, of which carbon, hydro
gen, oxygen, and nitrogen, are the most important; and these
elements are combined to form complex organic compounds,
which always contain a large proportion of water, are very nu
stable, and are prone to spontaneous decomposition. 6. They
are composed of diverse or heterogeneous parts, which have
usually more or less definite relations to one another. These
heterogeneous but related parts are termed organs, and the
objects possessing them are said to be organized. Some of the
lowest forms of animals have bodies composed of so uni form
a substance that they cannot be said to be organized, as they
exhibit no definite organs. This exception, however, does not
affect the general value of this distinction. 0. They are always
more or less definite in shape, presenting concave and convex
surfaces, and being bounded...
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