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*xx Excerpt from At the Bottom of Life s Ladder IN the following pages, an attempt has been made. To
summarise the principal causes of a man falling to the bottom of life s ladder, the ways and means open to him
for regaining his position, his chances of success, and finally to offer suggestions for a better and more humane
treatment of these poor shipwrecked souls. The subject is one, which has never, up to the present, received that
attention which it deserves and which it will be forced to receive before long, for instead of the difficulty
becoming less complex, its complexity increases as the years roll by, and though I cannot claim to have solved
the difficulty in this pamphlet, yet | hope that the perusal of its pages will stimulate the appetite of the reader
and lead him to take an interest in a subject, the importance of which, for the future welfare of this country
cannot be exaggerated. The material has been accumulated during many years of work amongst the poor in
the East End of London, during which time | have had the Opportunity of study ing all sorts and conditions of
men - burglars, thieves, rogues and impostors of all kinds have been interviewed and their tales revealed in a
light which on more than one occasion has caused me anxious moments. With these, however, we are but
casually concerned in the present work. The particular object being to draw attention to the thousands of
honest men with whom | have personally come in contact, to whom work would be the greatest blessing; men
who shun charity until the internal gnawing becomes so insufferable, that it is...
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