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University Press of the Pacific, United States, 2005. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.War is oAen depicted in the textbooks as a well-orchestrated, albeit violent,
exercise in which opposing units strive to achieve tactical and strategic objectives. That each side will suCer
casualties in the process is taken for granted; they are the inevitable, if regretable, consequence of such a
deadly undertaking. That each side is almost certain to suCer casualties inflicted by its own forces is not
generally taken for granted, Yet, in each of America s wars, especially those of the twentieth century, a
significant number of soldiers have been killed or wounded as the result of friendly fire. The fact that the
percentage of casualties resulting from friendly fire from World War I through Vietnam has been extremely low
does not make the accidental killing or wounding of one s own troops any less tragic or unpalatable. Nor does
it offer much consolation to the commander responsible for the lives of his troops or to the soldier who runs the
risk of falling victim to the fire of his own forces. It may well be that in the fog of war friendly fire casualties are
inevitable, but this solemn observation does not absolve the armed forces from doing everything in their power
to eliminate the problem. To be sure, each branch of the Army and each of the Armed Services employ
measures calculated to prevent incidents of friendly fire. But such measures oCer only partial solutions,
especially on the modern battlefield where joint and combined forces operate under oAen obscure conditions.
A more comprehensive study of the causes and consequences of friendly fire is needed. That one has not yet
appeared is attributable to several factors, foremost among them...
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