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constitutional rule were restored in 2011 and a new national
constitution overwhelmingly approved in an October 2010
referendum included provisions for better governance. The
World Bank and the Brookings Institute Worldwide Governance
Indicators ranked Niger in the median group of countries
considered as under the rule of law. The 2011 Mo Ibrahim
African Governance Index listed Niger as among countries that
have improved in terms of safety and rule of law giving it a
score of 50 out of 100. Following the April 2011 restoration of
democracy, Nigers elected government announced its
commitment to attracting private investors. Under the
Investment Code, industrial investors enjoy tax and customs
exemptions, and in some cases exemptions from value added
tax (VAT). Other tax benefits are possible, but terms must be
negotiated with the Ministry of Commerce and Private Sector
Promotion on a case by case basis. The Investment Code
contains no provisions for screening, and guarantees equal
treatment of investors regardless of nationality. Nigerien
authorities have restarted the National Council of Private
Investors (CNIP), which is charged with reviewing Nigers
investment...
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