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Amazing. It s the only way to describe the incredible transformation that took place in the life of John Newton.
Newton was born in London in 1725. His mother died when he was seven. His father sent him to sea at age
eleven. Working first as a cabin boy and then a deckhand, John was exposed to a life of drunkenness, profanity
and immorality -- and he embraced it. Soon, John surpassed his peers in outrageous behavior. Sharp-witted
and sarcastic, he wrote offensive songs mocking the ship s officers and expressing his contempt for their
authority. He amused himself by inventing new swear words and leading his peers on reckless and dangerous
escapades. He frequently deserted his post. Still in his teens, John was briefly enslaved on an African plantation
and nearly died. But instead of sobering him, the experience only served to strengthen his rebellious spirit. After
Newton regained his freedom, he served time in the British Navy and eventually became captain of his own
slave ship. As a slave trader, Newton s heart grew even harder He earned a reputation for being a foul-
mouthed, ill-tempered man, despised by his subordinates and superiors alike. He cared for no one but himself
and sought nothing but his own pleasure. Then one night, John Newton hit rock bottom. He had been punished
for misbehavior by being publicly humiliated, beaten, and stripped of his rank. His attempts to regain his
position had failed. No one cared to take up his cause. Now caught in a fierce storm, he came face to face with
a gripping fear of death. As the waves pounded the ship and filled his cabin with water, terror filled Newton s
heart. He fought desperately...
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